
90 Crisp Rd, Landport, Lewes BN7 2SU (updated energy figures supersede 

estimates in brochure) 

 

Type - 3 bed terraced house, brick cavity, 1930s 

Owner – Tali Saar 

Features 

Solar PV (3.75kW, south facing) 

Woodburning stove  

Loft Insulation 

Cavity wall insulation 

Double glazing 

 

Summary 

Tali’s house is a simple semi detached dating back to the 1960’s. She has undertaken the 

most cost effective measures to help keep energy consumption and bills down. The cavity 

walls have been filled, saving 20/25%, and the loft now has maximum insulation (270mm). 

Subsidies for these types of insulation are still available to all households from most 

installers until November 2012, many of whom will install for free! (see back page of 2012 

brochure). 

Previously the house had an open fire, but Tali was aware that a lot of the heat was lost up 

the chimney and that a stove would be more efficient. It was also felt that having a stove 

made her more independent of gas and electricity. The woodburning stove was provided via 

a grant and is used all weekend and in the evenings to minimise gas use.  

The recent (7
th

 July) addition of 3.75kW of solar panels, funded via a Parity Trust loan, has 

had a big impact on emissions and is effectively self-funded by Feed in Tariff revenue. The 

PV installation cost £7,700 and is expected to generate around 3400 kWh each year. 

The house still has fairly old uPVC double glazing, which may be renewed when funds allow. 

In the meantime, a thick curtain across the front door is very effective in the winter months. 

The existing gas boiler is a non-condensing combi (Worcester 24 CDi). This is only 8 years old 

and the low gas use means switching to a more efficient condensing boiler would not save a 

lot. 

Solar thermal was considered, but as the boiler is a combi, it is would mean a boiler change 

plus the installation of a cylinder, which would be expensive and disruptive. 

 

Energy use 

Electricity used – 2400 kWh 

Electricity generated – 3400 kWh 

Gas - 6800 kWh 

Wood – 3000 kWh 

CO2 Emissions – 0.8 tonnes pa.  90% reduction (versus average) 

73 kWh m-2, 7kg CO2 m
-2 



 

Lessons 

Solid floors- because the house is not heated during the daytime, when it is empty, it is slow 

to heat up due to the solid tiled floors throughout the ground floor. If these could be 

boarded over the house would feel warmer more quickly. The flip side is that the house is 

very cool in summer. 

Woodburning stove - this has proved a big success and heats the living area much better 

than the gas central heating alone, which struggled to heat the open plan layout. Now heat 

is concentrated where is needed and spreads throughout the house. If anything, Tali wishes 

she had chosen a larger one to try and eliminate gas heating completely. 

PV – having solar power has reshaped Tali’s use of energy to match the output from the sun. 

This has the unexpected bonus of helping keep her more in touch with nature. 

Contacts  

Solar PV Panels-  http://suntrader.co.uk/  

Woodburning Stove - David Sibley, Energy Wake Up Ltd T: 01273 670762,  

M: 07735 022023 

Parity Trust http://www.paritytrust.org.uk/  

Insulation - Quake Energy (Worthing) 


